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THE PRESIDENT'’S FOREIGN POLICY 





AKING as a basis President Cool- 

idge’s message to Congress and his 
two addresses in Chicago, one might sum- 
marize fairly his point of view about our 
government’s foreign policy as follows: 

(1) Adherence to the Permanent Court 
of International Justice “upon the condi- 
tions stated in the recommendation which 
is now before the Senate,” provided that 
the United States would not be bound by 
advisory opinions of the Court except 
through its own consent. 

(2) Willingness to consider a further 
disarmament conference, but for the pres- 


' ent favoring postponement of action to 


await the outcome of the League proposal 
for a European conference. Opposition to 
our government’s attendance at “a con- 
ference which would contemplate commit- 
ments opposed to the freedom of action 
we desire to maintain unimpaired with re- 
spect to our purely domestic policies.” 

(3) Support “efforts which are being 
made towards the codification of interna- 
tional law.” 

(4) In reference to the outlawry of 
war: “We cannot fail to view with sympa- 
thetic interest all progress towards this 
desired end or carefully to study the meas- 
ures that may be proposed to attain it.” 

(5) Friendship with Latin-America. 

(6) Non-cancellation of the debts of the 
European governments. 

(7) A frank recognition that American 
prosperity and American peace in the last 
analysis depend on world prosperity and 
world peace. 

These suggestions, almost invariably 
lacking in definiteness and indicating in 
many particulars an almost nervous anx- 
iety not to offend isolationist opinion, can 
be made the basis for a helpful foreign 
policy in proportion as the President and 
the Secretary of State interpret them in 
terms of active cooperation with the rest 





of the world. Moreover, and just as 
essential, President Coolidge and Secre- 
tary Hughes must be willing to fight for 
such an interpretation. 

The Administration’s decision to join 
the League of Nations conference called 
for next spring to draft a new interna- 
tional treaty for the regulation of the pri- 
vate traffic in arms and munitions is a first 
admirable step. J. G. McD. 

Borah Opposes World Court 

ENATOR BORAH gave a discouraging 
«J blow on December 6 to the hopes of all 
those who have thought that he might be 
willing to accept the Permanent Court of 
International Justice with the very ade- 
quate reservations suggested by President 
Coolidge. Instead, the new Chairman of 
the Foreign Relations Committee insisted 
categorically on what he calls the “divorce” 
of the World Court from the League, in 
order to make it an “independent judicia] 
body.” To him it means nothing at all 
that the vast majority of the states of 
the world are supporting the present 
World Court and will certainly refuse to 
accept his suggested changes. President 
Coolidge, if he wishes to make his desire 
for American participation in the Court 
effective, must frankly face and resolutely 
fight the opposition of the Senator from 
Idaho. 

The German Elections 

AST Sunday’s Reichstag elections 

strengthened the moderate and repub- 
lican parties, but not sufficiently to insure 
them an effective working majority. 

Though the Communists have been 
greatly weakened and the Volkische re- 
actionary and extreme anti-Semite party 
has been almost destroyed, the result of 
the vote leaves the political situation far 
from clarified. The great gain of the So- 
cialists gives assurance that the Republic 
and the Dawes Report will not be endan- 
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gered. But the moderate yain of the Na- 
tionalists, who represent conservative, 
agrarian and monarchist interests, and 
particularly their very striking gains in 
the Prussian Diet raise serious doubts 
whether a strong ministry can be organ- 
ized without their support. If the People’s 
Party, representative of “big business” 
and monarchist in sympathies, and the So- 
cialists could be included in the same Cab- 
inet with the Center (Catholic Party) and 
the Democrats (liberal Intelligentsia), an 
effective majority would be secured. Fail- 
ing this combifiati6n, the only alternative 
would appear to be a bourgeois bloc made 
up of all the parties to the right of the 
Socialists but excluding the Vélkische. In 

ny event, a none too stable coalition seems 
inevitable. 

The following comparative table illus- 
rates the strength of the chief parties in 
he old and new Reichstags. (The parties 
ire listed beginning with the extreme 
right and ending with the extreme left.) 


Party May December 
Volkische 32 14 
German Nationalists .. 96 104 
German People’s 44 50 
Bavarian People’s . 16 19 
Centre 67 
Democrats 31 
Social Democrats ..... 129 
Communist 44 
Other parties 26 
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Egypt: Tunis: Morocco: League 
HE EGYPTIAN crisis is, as was ex- 
pected, re-echoing through all of Mos- 
lem North Africa. The Egyptian Cabinet 
has yielded to all of the British demands, 
including the purely political ones, i. e., 
withdrawal of Egyptian troops from the 
Sudan; permission for unlimited expan- 
sion of irrigation projects there; and rec- 
ognition of the British claims “concerning 
protection of foreign interests in Egypt.” 
The danger of further immediate out- 

breaks has apparently been diminished. 
In the meantime, Britain has clearly 
defined her opposition to any intervention 
either from the League or otherwise. On 
the day Sir Lee Stack was murdered, the 
Foreign Office dispatched a note, not to 
the League but to the Powers individually, 
declaring that when Great Britain granted 
Egyptian “sovereignty” in 1922 she made 
certain reservations which she considered 
of vital importance, and added, “His 
Majesty’s Government will not admit (the 
reservations) to be questioned or dis- 
cussed by any other Power,” cv.icluding 
that any attempted interference “by an- 
other Power” would be regarded as “an 
unfriendly act.” Later Great Britain 


* The returns are still incomplete. The total member- 


ship of the new Reichstag is 493. 
The Editors assume responsibility for 
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addressed a note to Geneva, in which, it is 
said, she insisted that the controversy with 
Egypt could not be brought within the 
scope of the League’s activities. At the 
same time Foreign Minister Chamberlain 
innounced that he woula be glad, in order 
to clarify the attitude of his government, 
to make any explanations or answer any 
questions which might be raised at the 
Council Meeting of the League in Rome 
this week. 

But from Paris come repeated rumors 
of developments in Tunis and Algeria 
which cause uneasiness. These, coupled 
with the apparent determination of the 
Spanish dictator, Primo Rivera, to with- 
draw from all of Spanish Morocco ex- 
cept perhaps the coast near the Straits 
of Gibraltar, raise for France and Italy 
difficult questions in relation to their 
African positions. 








The latest dispatches announce that as 
a result of Foreign Minister Chamber- 
lain’s visit to Paris and Rome, the three 
governments, France, Britain and Italy, 
have agreed that no one of them will take 
separate action beyond the frontier of 
their present protectorates in the event of 
Spanish evacuation of her Moroccan zone. 
It is also reported that the three countries 
have agreed to submit to the League of 
Nations or to a similar arbitral board any 
cooperative action which may be proposed. 


The Little Protocol 


REALLY notable achievement of the 
last Assembly of the League of Na- 
tions, which has been almost wholly ig- 
nored in this country, is what has been 
called “The Little Protocol.” This was an 
agreement by both Greece and Bulgaria, 
made not with each other, but by each 
with the Council of the League, to amelio- 
rate the position of the Bulgarian minor- 
ities in Greece and the Greek minorities in 
Bulgaria on an identical basis. Morever, 
the two governments agreed to name the 
same two men to function as “a consulta- 
tive organ” in order to adjust amicably all 
disputed questions relating to their respec- 
tive minorities. This agreement, which 
was the result largely of the work of the 
Minorities Section of the League and of 
the personal activities of Professor Gil- 
bert Murray, has established a precedent 
which may be followed with equally happy 
results in most of those areas where min- 
orities still threaten to breed international 
strife. is eee 
All friends of international peace will 
be glad to learn that Dr. David Starr Jor- 
dan has been awarded the $25,000 peace 
prize offered by Raphael Herman of Wash- 
ington, D. C., for the best educational plan 
calculated to maintain world peace. Few 
men in the peace movement have risked 
more than has Dr. Jordan to fight for the 
cause in which he so deeply believes. 
the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. <€&Rew 





